ADEQ approval stirs oppositioii

RRRCA, Sierra Club have new complaints

By Mike Cosenting
Lansox NiwsrareRs

Stung by an Arizona Department of
Environmental Quality approval of the
wastewater treatment plant at the Bella
Terma development at Red Rock Crossing,
the Sierma Club and the Red Rock Rural
Community Association have put together
a new list of complaints.

In a press release issued Jan. 29, the
environmental allies said that the proposed
Red Rock Crossing subdivision violated
Clean Water Act provisions, did not oblain

proper permits regarding fill and wetlands
operations and that a portion of the back-
filled property is in danger of being Mood-
ed.

Attorney for the groups, Howard
Shanker, of Shanker Law Firm, cited a
report by Paul Trotta, Ph.D, a professor a1
Worthern Arizona University, that claims
the developers violated the Section 404
permitting process of the Clean Water Act.

Bella Terra claims that its operations did
not qualify under Clean Water Act
sanctions since there are no designated
wetlands present and that its operations

Development
wins pEI‘llllt
The Arizona Department of

Environmental Quality gave

an Aquifer Protection Permit

that will allow BySynergy, the
developers of Bella Terra, in

Sedona, to begin building its

wastewater treatment plant

near Oak Creek.
ADEQ Director Steve

Owens said, “Under this per-
mil, Uk Creek and precious
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restilted in “incidental fallback™
of dirt, Bella Terrn maintaing
that all its operations are per-
missible and therelore no addi-
tional permit was needed.
Previous ADEQ public meet-
ings have focused primanly on
wastewaler issues, bul Friday's
approval by ADEQ makes those
complaints mool unless the
groups file a lawsuoit. Shanker
paid the ADEQ approval “was

disappointing bul nol unexpect-
od”

Shanker suid the concerns are
with the aquifer and kinds of
material the state does not test
for.

“1 am wormied aboul
endocrine disrupters. Things
like triclosan, n chemical used
in anii-bacicrial soaps, thal is
confained in  cffluent and
becomes more (oxic when
exposed to wliraviolet light,”
Shanker sakd.

“It turns into dioxin, a known
carcinogen,” e snid,

The plan for the new wasic-
waler treatment plant at Bella
Terrn will ose UV as a method
of treatment. Shanker alio
clamed that phormaceuticals
and other harmful chemicals

present in efMluent are o danger
to groundwater since “ALX
doet not teit for this stuff.™

Shanker said he re I% the
Native American tribes in the
Arnrona Snowbow] effluent dis-
pute outside of Flagstaff.

Arca resident and RRRCA

Brian Meyers said
that he wanted to see the new
Army Corps of Engineers
guidelines apply to Bella Terra
regarding the wetlands designa-
(N0,

“They have changed their
descriptions of what are wel-
lands in the Southwest, and 1
believe those should be
apphied,” Meyers said.

“It is our feeling that the den-
sity is 100 high for this area,” he
sabd

According 1o 8 press rélease
from BySynergy CEO and Bella
Terra developer Michsel Zito,
“We have gone from 224 units,
o 193 units, to 123 units and
finally to the cument 106 units
— at the very bottom of the den-
sity scale compared to other
propertics and developments in
the mrea,

“That amounts to 106 homes
on 518 BCres,” the
relense stated,

Zito staled thal he expects
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groundwater resources in the
Sedona area will be
protecied 1o the highest level

Owens added that if the
plant were not boilt, Belln
Terra residents would need
septic systems, which would
expode the groundwater and
the Carroll Canvon Wash 1o
a high risk of comtamina-
tion,

The wastewater treatment
plant will produce one-third
the total nitrogen and less
than one-millionth of the
bacteria. including E. coli,

some buyers o purchase mualii-
ple lots and “that the final num-
ber will likely be 75 to B0 home-
sifes,™

Local geological engineer
Paul Lindberg claims that “the
entire lower backfilled portion
1:|t' the B‘-I-:L[n Terra property is
mproperly enginecred” and in
danger of being Mooded.

Steve Bernard, Bella Terra
spokesman, cited reports by

that would be produced by
those seplic sysiems.

Efftuent, treated sewage,
from the plant will be dis-
posed into three separate
fields wsing a subsurface
irrigation system.

No effluent disposal is
allowed in Ouk Creek or
Carmoll Canyon Wash,

The development is also
required 10 maintain a
monitoring well as an early
warning system before any
impact of the creek or the
canyon can occur, according
o  Cortland Coleman,
Director of Communications
for ADEC().

engincering firm Shephand-
Wesnitzer that sabd “none of the
fill arens extended into arcas
determined (o be within the

| 00-vear flsod plain
a5 delinested by Federal
Emergency Management
Agency.”

Te reach Mliks Cospnding
Call 282-TT9S, Ext. 128, o s-mail 10
mmm!urmm.m



