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terminate a land-swap deal with the
Forest Service for the 770-acre parcel that would have been used for the project
-- essentially killing the project, at least for that area.

"We are committed to a range in northern Arizona," said Don Winslow, chief of
education for Arizona Game and Fish. "We think the ranges are extremely
important for a number of reasons."

Game and Fish wanted to build the range to accommodate 1,050 shooters at any
time, with a maximum of 3,268 shooters a day. The range would have been
open from 7 a.m. to sunset, with night-time shootings ending at 10 p.m. twice a
week, according to the Forest Service environmental report.

Winslow said his department will continue looking for alternate sites, though
none is under consideration at this time. Alternate sites will need to be about
800 acres, away from residential developments and with good access to water,
electricity and roadways.

"We're basically running a business when we run a shooting range," Winslow
said.

There are no established shooting ranges in northern Arizona, forcing many
shooters to use makeshift ranges in the forests, he said.

"There's a lot of areas where people go," he said. "But sometimes that's not
good because sometimes people are not responsible and you end up with trash
and all that kind of stuff."

Reporter Chris Markham can be reached at 556-2253 or
cmarkham@azdailysun.com.
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